Small Group Leader Discussion Guide

East Bay Calvary Church – 11.21.21

“Our Greatest Temptation”
1 Samuel 23 & 24
Our True Spirituality is tested by what we do when our adversary is vulnerable.

Our Temptations when our adversary is vulnerable:

1. The Temptation to Rationalize: 1 Samuel 24:4

The Lord says to reason through the Scriptures, NOT rationalize

2. The Temptation to Justify.  V. 4

How Does God want us to handle vulnerable adversaries?

1. Have a sensitive conscience.  V. 5

2. Proactively steer those around you to be like Jesus.  V. 7

The reason why this is the true test of spirituality is because this is exactly the action God takes with us.  “But God demonstrates His love for us in this, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Rom. 5:8
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Question #1 – Describe the temptation of vengeance.  What does it feel like?  What thoughts go through our minds?  In what forms does vengeance take place? (ie. gossip, etc.)  Are you going through a situation like this now?
Question #2 – Read 1 Samuel 24:3-7 out loud.  In what ways do we rationalize or justify our thoughts or behaviors to strike back?
Question #3 – How can we specifically develop a sensitive conscience?  Mt. 5:43-48
Question #4 – What can we do to help others around respond like Jesus?  Take the time to pray for each other.
