Small Group Leader Discussion Guide

East Bay Calvary Church – 3.27.22
When God Says “No”
2 Samuel 7
After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around him, he said to Nathan the prophet, "Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent." Nathan replied to the king, "Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you."  2 Samuel 7:1-3
After 20+ years … God gave David rest … “The Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him …”
David wanted to build God’s Temple but God said “No.”  Solomon was to build it.
When God Says “No” …
1. He has a better way and He expects me to support it.  
 … His “no” doesn’t have to be due to sin, wrong intentions or a poor plan.
2 Chronicles 6:7-9 … “you did well to have it in your heart to build a temple for my Name.  Nevertheless, you are not the one to build the temple, but your son … will build the temple for my Name.”
“Not everything is linked to sin, but everything is linked to sovereignty.”

2. Realize He blesses in other ways.
3. My very best reaction is cooperation and humility.
1 Chronicles 22:2-5 – David did all in his power to set his son, Solomon, up for success in building the temple.
The temple is about God, not David.  God has the right to do what He wants.  He deserves our humble cooperation.
S M A L L   G R O U P   D I S C U S S I O N

Question #1 – Have you ever had a “dream” or aspiration that didn’t come to pass?  What did you feel like?  What questions or judgements come to mind when things don’t turn out the way we expected?
Question #2 – How does/could it make us feel when God then uses others for things we have a passion for?
Question #3 – Although David didn’t get to build the temple, He was very blessed in other ways.  There’s a lesson in that for us … focus on what God gives, not on what He doesn’t give.  What has God given to you that you should be focusing on?
Question #4 – Seeing David’s response to Solomon in 1 Chron. 22:2-5, what’s a God honoring response to when God works in the lives of others – especially when it was our dream?  How can God use you in the lives of up and coming believers to see God’s kingdom advance?  
