Small Group Leader Discussion Guide

East Bay Calvary Church – 2.06.22
“Shining Light on the Dark Side”
1 Samuel 28
We learn from Saul’s life example …  “If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.”
The Problem:  God was “ghosting” Saul due to Saul’s Disobedience and Distance.  V. 6-7
In the Old Testament, God gave answers through dreams, Urim and Thummim, and the Prophets.  Because of Saul’s distance and disobedience, God was now silent with Saul at one of the neediest points of his life.  Rather than repent and return to God, Saul again disobeyed God by trying to get answers through a medium.

3 Truths About The Spirit Realm

1. Spiritism isn’t all Fake.

2. Spiritism is the Oldest error.

Ex. 7:11,22; 8:18; Daniel 1:20; 2:2, 27; 4:7; 5:7; Isaiah 8:19; 19:3; 47:9; 2 Kings 21:6.

3. Spiritism is opposed to the True God.

I Samuel 28:11-20

The medium screamed at the top of her voice when she saw the spirit – she was terribly afraid.  

Author and speaker Beth Moore explains it this way, “Either she (the medium) was an imposter (a fraud) and she was shocked because she actually saw a spirit, or she was expecting a demonic imitation.  She not only knew that God alone could have stirred Samuel from the dead, but she also knew that God probably would have done it only for the king himself.  God had a point to make, to be sure.”
Saul’s Lessons:  
Open up with God …  stay close to Him.  Keep short accounts.  Pray.  Open up His Word.  Partner with other believers.  Your chances of spiritual success increase greatly when you link with other believers.  Don’t become distant.
Obey God …  Be sensitive to follow God’s Word without justifying or excusing.   
“But Samuel replied: ‘Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord?  To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has rejected you as king.’” 

1 Samuel 15:22-23

S M A L L   G R O U P   D I S C U S S I O N

Question #1 – Read 1 Samuel 28:3-10.  What was the main problem of the text?  What factors brought Saul to this point in the problem? (v. 17-18)
Question #2 – Rather than confess, repent and turn back to God, what did Saul do to work out his problem? (v. 11-19)  To what do people (we) often turn to solve their problems besides God … only to see they have made things worse?
Question #3 – Where do you see yourself with God right now?  What practical steps can be taken to stay close to Him and how can you prioritize to take one of those steps this week?
