Small Group Leader Discussion Guide

East Bay Calvary Church – 4.10.22
“We Are Set Free”
Galatians 5:1-15
1. We are Set Free from self-righteousness.  5:1-12

“You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.” V. 4

Steps to earn our salvation are steps away from God’s grace.  V. 4

2. We are Set Free from self-justification.  5:13

“do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh.” V. 13
Steps to nurse our sinful cravings are steps back into slavery to sin.  V. 13

3. We are Set Free to Be a slave to others.  5:13-15

We don’t serve others when …

… We demand our rights.
… We demand our rites.
“If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.”


Steps away from serving others are steps toward division and destruction within the church.  V. 15

Free People:  It’s who we are … it’s what we do! 1 Cor. 9:22

S M A L L   G R O U P   D I S C U S S I O N

Question #1 – Describe and discuss the “freedom” we have because of Jesus Christ.  How has He freed us?  What has He freed us from? 
Question #2 – Paul describes people who become in bondage to self-righteousness. (v. 2-12)  What are ways we can be trapped in bondage to religious expressions?
Question #3 – Some use their freedom to become in bondage again to sin. (v. 13)  Let’s get honest here – we all have done it or are doing it.  What are practical ways we have or do nurse along our sinful nature?  How do we justify these actions/attitudes?
Question #4 – The one exception of slavery in Galatians 5 is being a servant to one another (v. 13).  Sacrifice for the spiritual benefit of others is at the heart of the Gospel. (Jesus)  (1 Cor. 9:12; 19-23).  “I have become all things to all people so that by all means I might save some.”  What rights or rites can you sacrifice for the sake of the gospel?  How can you serve others better?  
