Small Group Leader Discussion Guide

East Bay Calvary Church – 2.20.22
“When Life Seems Hopeless”
1 Samuel 30
Hopeless … “You may slash at the water but you will never cut it in two.”
1. The Reality of Hopelessness.  V. 1-6     David lost his family, all possessions and all support.
2. The Resource of Strength.  V. 6

“David and his men … had no strength left to weep.” V. 4  “But David found strength in the Lord his God.”  V. 6

3. Restoring What Was Lost.  V. 7-20

4. The Great Picture of Grace.  V. 21-31   David gave to each man the same reward.

Don’t look for your hope in the situation.
Hope starts with us not being God.
Hope continues with a closeness to God.  

S M A L L   G R O U P   D I S C U S S I O N

Question #1 – Read 1 Samuel 30:1-6.  Describe David’s (and his 600 men) level of hopelessness.  How did the 600 men deal with despair?  How did David deal with despair?
Question #2 – v. 6 says “David found strength in the Lord HIS God.”  What difference does it make to state “His” God?  Do you sense, in the same way, that He is YOUR God?  How would you describe your connection with God?  Distant? In waves? Religious? Sometimes personal? Deeply personal?  Another expression …
Question #3 – The last time we saw the ephod was in 1 Samuel 28:6 when Saul had the priest clutch the Urum and Thummim from it to try to get an answer from God, but no answer came.  However in 1 Samuel 30:7-8, David had the priest bring the ephod and God immediately gave answers?  What was the difference?
Question #4 – Have you had or are you experiencing a seemingly hopeless situation?  Would you share it?  How can we inspire a closeness to God like David experienced?  One that will give us strength when our strength is gone.
